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OPHIDIUMPARRII ROSS, 1826 (PISCES); APPLICATION FOR
SUPPRESSIONZ.N.(S.) 1578*

By D.E. }Ack\i\?,XQr( Ichthyology Section, National Museumof
Natural Sciences,

Ottawa KIA 0M8, Canada) and A.P. Andriashev (Zoological

Institute, Academy of Sciences, Leningrad B-1 64, U.S.S.R.)

The purpose of the present application is to request

suppression of a species name which has not been appUed to the

appropriate species or within the appropriate family for over 150

years, and which now, if returned to the correct family, would
replace an established name. Following the original description,

there were only two subsequent applications of the name to

specimens, both by its original describer and both to taxa different

from the original. Later mentions in the literature have all been

based on the original describer's reports. As a senior synonym,
unused in other than nomenclators, lists, or keys, for over 50 years

application is made to the Commission to suppress the specific

name. The facts of the case are as follows :-

2. James C. Ross (1826, in W.E. Parry, /. Third Voy.

Discovery North-west Passage. London: 109) erected Ophidium
parrii for a species he found swimming about pieces of ice mBaffin

Bay and Prince Regent Sound, northern Baffin Island, Arctic

Canada. Ross believed his new species was allied to Gymnelis

viridis Fabricius, 1770 (described in Fauna Gronlandica: 141) of

the family ZOARCIDAE; subsequent authors have included it in

that family. Giinther (1862, Cat. Fishes British Mus. vol. 4: 325)
established a new genus for it, Uronectes, being uncertain of its

placement and desirous of drawing the attention of ichthyologists

to it. Gill (1884, Proc. Acad. Kat. Sci. Philadelphia, vol. 36: 180)

created a new genus name, Lycocara, Uronectes Giinther, 1862,

being preoccupied in Crustacea by Uronectes Bronn, 1850.

Uronectes Gunther and Lycocara Gill have been used for no species

other than Ophidium parrii Ross, 1826.

3. Usages of the specific name in one of the above genera in

the last fifty years are the following: Jordan, Evermann and Clark

(1930, Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish for 1928, Append. X: 478) in a

checklist as Lycocara parrii; McAllister (1960a, 5w//. nat. Mus.

Canada (168J: 33) in a Ust and McAUister( 1960b, TVar. Hist. Pap.,

nat. Mus. Canada (5): 14) in a key as Lycocara parrii; Golvan

(1965a, Cat. systematique poissons actuels, Paris: 133 and 1965b,

Repertoire des noms de genres vertebres, Paris: 200, p. 370) ; in

nomenclators under Lycocara and Uronectes; Norman (1966,

Synopsis orders, families, genera recent fishes and fish-like
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vertebrates. Brit. Mus.: 475, 479) as Lycocara in a key and
classification; and Andriashev (1975, Voprosy Iktiol, Moscow vol.

15 (5). 771) who suggested that Ophiaium parrii was a synonym
either of Liparis tunicatus Reinhardt, 1837 (described in Overs. K.

danske Vidensk. Selsk. Fork. (1835-36): 12), or of I. koefoedi
Parr.

4. There are no known type specimens (the collections of
the British Museum were searched twice) and no illustrations, but

the original description fits no known Arctic zoarcid and can accord
only with the family LIPARIDAE in the numerous pectoral fin

rays, 37, the moderate number of dorsal and anal fin rays (allowing

for 10 or 1 1 caudal rays), 45 or 46 and 39 or 40 respectively. The
only Arctic hparid with anal fin rays this numerous is Liparis

koefoedi Parr, 1932 (Bergens Mus. Aarbok (6): 39, fig. 6) and all

but one feature of the description, lower jaw longer than upper
(which may have been a lapsus calami), is in agreement with our
identification. Liparis tunicatus has only 33-36 anal rays in the

Canadian Arctic. Liparis koefoedi is the only hparid known to

swim above the bottom after the larval stage and no Arctic zoarcids

are known to do so. It is also the commonest species of Liparis in

collections from Arctic Canada (44 collections as opposed to 36 for

L. tunicatus). We therefore consider Ophidium parrii Ross, 1826
and Liparis koefoedi Parr, 1832 to be conspecific.

5. The species name, Liparis koefoedi Parr, has been
applied to the particular taxon under discussion as its presumably
vahd name by several authors since its pubhcation in 1932. Usage
includes Andriashev (1939, Doklad. Akad. Nauk SSSR, vol. 23:

729); Andriashev (1948, Trudi Zool. Inst., Akad. Nauk SSSR, vol.

7: 87); Andriashev (1954, Opredel Faune SSSR, Moscow, (53):

459); Backus (1951 , Bull. Amer. Mus. nat. Hist. vol. 113: 323);
Dunbar and Hildebrand (1952, /. Fish. Res. Bd. Canada, vol. 9: 7);

Esipov (1939, Zool. Zhurn. vol. 18:881); Hunter (1968, Science
History and Hudson Bay Ottawa: 362); Leim and Scott

(1966, Bull. Fish. Res. Bd. Canada (155): 377); McAllister (1962,
Bull. nat. Mus. Canada (185): 33); Walters (1953a, Bull. nat. Mus.
Canada (128): Walters (1953b, Am. Mus. Nov. (1643): 12); Walters

(1955, Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. vol. 106: p. 322); Yessipov (1933,
Arctica, vol. 1 : 173). Reference to the species has additionally been
made in several other papers and lists for a total of about 24
publications.

6. Uronectes Giinther, as a junior homonym, is

automatically dealt with in the rules by the Law of Homonymy.
But we submit that Ophidium parrii is a prima facie case of an
unused senior synonym threatening a name in current general use
according to Article 79b and subsections (i) and (ii) (Bull. zool.

Nomencl. vol. 31: 87-88) and therefore the (Commission is

requested

:



60 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature

(a) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name
parrii Ross, 1826, as published in th^binomen Ophidium
parrii, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not
for those of the Law of Homonymy

;

(b) to place the specific name koefdedi Parr, 1932, as
published in the binomen Liparis koefoedi, on the
Official List of Specific Names in Zoology;

(c) to place the specific name parrii Ross, 1826, as published
in the binomen Ophidium parrii and as suppressed under
the plenary powers in (a), above, on the Official Index of
Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology.


